Basic Test of Spiritual Maturity

Paul opens this epistle with the message of: [You’ re supposed to be saints representing God and His Christ so start acting like it’  (1Corinthians 1:1-9).  Paul then tells them about his God-given authority that is the basis upon which he speaks.  Based upon that God-given authority, he tells them about the salvation that is supposed to make them like their ”faithful” God.  After having established this basis (“Now”),  Paul tells them to grow up spiritually by getting rid of certain sins and by adding in lessons which will make them spiritually mature enough that God can start to teach them directly with His Holy Spirit using the word of God instead of only through their ‘mother’  church.  Once Paul establishes his purpose for writing this epistle, he tells us about the sins which proves that saved people are still spiritual ”babes”.  The purpose of identifying these sins is so that God’ s people will get them out of their life and grow up spiritually.  All of the sins dealt with in this epistle are due to people refusing to become like their ”faithful”  God (“therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.”  [James 4:17 ]).
After dealing with the sins which we are to get out of our life, Paul tells us about spiritual lessons which we are to add into our life in order to become useful spiritual adults.  God will not teach us directly, but will only teach us through our spiritual mother (the church), until after we mature enough to pass His test of spiritual maturity found within this epistle.
God always removes the bad before adding in good.  That’ s why our epistle names sins to be removed before dealing with spiritual things to add into our life.  That is also why the first sin to be removed is ther efusalto grow spiritually.  No one has a baby with the intention that they still need to be bottle-fed and have diapers changed ten years later.  God also does not create spiritual babies (save people) with the intention that they stay spiritual babies.  God’ s children need to mature spiritually or suffer the consequences.  Only part of those consequences is the fact that God’ s children will not receive certain blessings that God has for them until after they pass this test.
links to specific tests: Sin 1; Sin 2; Sin 3; Sin 4; Sin 5; Sin 6; Sin 7; Sin 8; Lesson 1; Lesson 2; Lesson 3; Lesson 4; Lesson 5.

[bookmark: S1]Sin 1: Remaining spiritually immature (1Corinthians 1:10-3:23). 
1. (1Corinthians 1:10) ”Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you”.  Get rid of the divisions between church members.  This command is based upon what God has already given to saved people (“Now”)  and based upon what Paul just reminded the saved people about in 1Corinthians 1:1-9 and based upon ”The name (power/authority) of our Lord Jesus Christ”.  (In the Bible, the word ”now”  is used to tell us ‘ after you understand what was just said’.  We must truly understand ”the name (power/authority) of our Lord Jesus Christ”  before we give up our sinful and fleshly pride which leads to divisions [James 4:1 ].)  their divisions were giving God and ”our Lord Jesus Christ”  a bad, and untrue, name.  It is sin to not bring glory to the name of God and even more sin to bring shame upon the name of God.
Below are other things in the lives of these believers which also caused divisions.
2. (1Corinthians 1:10-13) Spiritual immaturity is shown by divisions according to (preacher / doctrinal camp / college / etc) followed by saved people.  It is sin to not mature spiritually.
3. (1Corinthians 1:14-30) Confusing religious things (“baptism”,  ”wisdom of words”,  ”understanding of the prudent”,  religious positions, ”disputer of this world”,  ”signs”,  etc) with spiritual things from God (“wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption”  [1Corinthians 1:30 ]) is sin and is due to spiritual immaturity.
4. (1Corinthians 2:1-5) Basing faith on the ”words of man’ s wisdom”,  (2:4) instead of on ”the testimony of God”,  (2:1) and ”the power of God”,  (2:5) is a sin.
5. (1Corinthians 2:9-16) Confusing the Spirit of God with the spirit of man.
6. (1Corinthians 3:1-10) Confusing God working through a man with the man doing the work himself.
7. (1Corinthians 3:18-23) Confusing ”the wisdom of this world”,  (3:19) with the wisdom of God.
8. (1Corinthians 4:1-21) Stewardship: Confusing the position of a steward with the position of our Master (God).  they desired to be ‘ masters ’  and claimed that they were ‘ above’  the meanest treatment (4:8-13).  Some were ”puffed up”,  (4:18) because of religious positions.

[bookmark: S2]Sin 2: fornication (1Corinthians 5). 
they justified allowing fornication to continue within the church in the name of ‘ God’ s love’.  they did not punish sin.  therefore, they did not stop their own sin and did not cause others to stop their sin.  Many people confuse things like this.  It is not loving to refuse to protect your own child and to let anyone hurt your child on an ongoing basis.  It also is not showing God’ s love to allow this behavior to happen to another child of God.
When we interpret the Bible using God’ s Way; the First Step is to ‘ Remove the Source of Doctrinal Error’.  The main doctrinal error that is taught about ”fornication”  is that it is the same sin as Adultery.  The Word Study (follow prior link) covers every usage of this word within the Bible and, using proper Bible Word Study rules, defines ”adultery”  as: ‘ A spiritual sin of violating a covenant agreement (spiritual contract) that is enforced by the court of God’.  When the Devil tempted Jesus there was no problem with the scripture that he quoted.  The problem was with what he left out.  The popular religious definition for ”adultery”  does not include God’ s command to include ”every word”  and leaves out the verse which proves that the religious definition is wrong and this definition is right because it matches ”every”  usage within the Bible.  In addition, the Devil tries to get us to take what the Bible says about spiritual things and say that those things from the Bible only apply to the physical.  Thus, the Devil sponsored worldly religious definition of ”adultery”  removes any spiritual consideration of a strictly spiritual sin and claims that it is just another form of a different sin (“fornication”)  which has a physical aspect.
Not only is the spiritual nature of ”adultery”  denied by religion, but the spiritual part of ”fornication”  is also denied by worldly religion and the fundamental religious people prove themselves to be liars when they claim that the Bible is their final authority while rejecting a truth that comes from the Bible in order to hold onto a definition that comes from the world.  Look at what is said about the verse in James within the Word Study on Adultery; and let me know where the Bible says that I am wrong.  Lots of people have insisted that Baptist doctrine says that I am wrong, but they prove the mselves to be a liar before God when they claim that the Bible teaches their doctrine which goes against what the Bible literally says.  That said, we will remove ”adultery”  from our consideration and continue with what the Bible teaches about ”fornication”.
When we consider ”fornication”  we need to get details from the various notes on this site which talk about it including: Romans C1S16; 1Corinthians C5S1; Galatians C5S20 and Ephesians C5S2.  As pointed out more than once, this word is used 44 times in the Bible with 39 of those times being in the New Testament and 12 of those being in Revelation.  One of the most important aspects of this sin, is that it includes a spiritual sin and is not limited to a physical act.  In Revelation it talks about Babylon being a city and about people, including physical men kings, committing ”fornication”  with the city.  It is not possible to have physical sex with a city.
further, Ezekiel 16:15 is talking about the city of Jerusalem and says: ”But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on every one that passed by; his it was.”  So we see that ”pouredst out thy fornications”  is equated to ”playedst the harlot”.  then in two more verses we read ”madest to thyself images of men, and didst commit whoredom with them”.  Thus, this ”whoredom”  and ”fornication”  is ”idolatry”.
Sex is physical, emotional, mental and spiritual in nature.  According to the Bible, it is restricted to a personal intimate relationship which is started with a vow before God.  However, sex is not the only thing that is restricted this way.  there are certain thoughts, communications, feelings, attitudes, actions and other things which are also restricted.  Any violation of such a relationship is sin.  Thus, a person who is having physical sex with their marriage partner but is imagining that they are having sex with another person is sinning.  This type of relationship sin is what the Bible calls ”fornication”.  Thus, while all sexual sin is ”fornication”,  ”Fornication”  is not limited to sex.  It is in these extra areas of our relationships that Satan gets us to sin and destroy our God blessed personal intimate relationships.  Sex outside of a marriage is not the start of the destruction of a marriage but comes after many prior violations of that relationship that did not include sex.  The true Biblical definition of ”fornication”  is: ‘ A violation of any covenant relationship including salvation and marriage’. It includes all wrongful sex which includes the emotional and mental aspects. However, it also goes beyond sex since giving worship to anyone other than God is spiritual fornication. Thus, while all sexual sin is fornication, fornication is not limited to sexual sin but also includes other violations of a sanctified relationship.
We need to consider one more general area of error about ”fornication”.  Since ”idolatry”  is identified as spiritual ”fornication”,  some people have made the mistake of trying to make our worship of God into a sexual thing.  True intimacy is knowing everything about another including how they think and feel.  Older couples who have been truly intimate can finish each other’ s sentences.  God knows everything about us including our body, our thoughts, our feelings, our decision-making processes and more.  God wants us to become intimate with Him in worship so that we know His thoughts, His feelings, His decision making processes and more.  When we take these things, which are supposed to be limited to our personal relationship with God, and give them to another spirit we are committing spiritual ”fornication”.  Yes, this is a violation of our personal intimate relationship with God but, no, it is not sex.
Please follow the links provided above to see what those notes say about ”fornication”  and then proceed to Chapter 5 and look at those notes with this general information in mind

[bookmark: S3]Sin 3: Going to the world for justice (1Corinthians 6). 
1. They were taking “bothers in Christ”‘  to the world’ s justice system (“go to law before the unjust”  [6:1 ]).  Their actions testified to the world that God could not protect them and provide for them and that God was incapable of judgment.  This action caused people to wonder why they should turn to a God Who could not protect nor provide for His own.
2. James 4:1 says: ”From whence come wars and fighting’ s among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?”  James goes on and deals with the same basic problem but where saved people fight each other like family members do and who don’t actually go to court.  Regardless of going to court or not, the basic attitudes which lead to fighting within the family of God are wrong.  First, people are being motivated by fleshly desires instead of being led by God’ s Holy Spirit.  The flesh denies that God will provide and, as a result, fights for what the flesh feels is needed for survival and desires for pleasure.  God’ s Holy Spirit reminds us that our flesh will die no matter what it does to try and prevent death.  therefore, we should be laying up ”treasure in Heaven”  instead of trying to save a flesh which cannot be saved.  further, God’ s Holy Spirit reminds us that ”Yea, and all that will live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”  (2Timothy 3:12).  When we suffer in the flesh, for the testimony of God, we increase our ”treasure in Heaven”.  (Please see the note for Hebrews 11:35-38 about the phrase ”not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection”.)  When we fight with our brother in ”Christ”,  we destroy the testimony of God and of the church before lost people.  When we do that we help the devil and defeat the purpose of God in putting us into the church and using us for a testimony within the World.
3. The ”unjust”, in the Bible, are people who claim to be saved while living in sin like the lost.  Even if they were not going to put their trust in God they should have known better than to seek justice from someone who lies and from someone who can be bought.
4. they confused ‘justice’ from the world with justice from God.  As our next sin says, they were seeking things of this world instead of being willing to suffer loss in this world so that they would gain in the spiritual.  Often, we see God allowing His people to suffer loss in this world so that God could accomplish His purpose.  When that happens, God always promises greater spiritual reward, but these people refused God’ s promise.
5. Here we are told the proper attitude to have, which these people did not have.  We are to ”rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded”.  The ”rather“  is speaking about when we must choose between truly representing the God of Heaven and our personal physical desires.  Paul goes on and says: ”Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud”.  they did this by claiming to represent the God of Heaven and then refusing to act like His true representative.  these people were guilty of the very sin that they accused others of doing.
6. 1Corinthians 6:9-10 says: ”Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of the mselves wit mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.” One of the reasons that God saves us is to give us ”the kingdom of God”.  ”The kingdom of God”  is to be in us to tell us how to live in obedience to the laws of God.  However, when we do these sins we cut ourselves off from ”The kingdom of God”  which includes protection and justice from God.  It also cuts us off from receiving future rewards and spiritual positions within “the kingdom of God”.  rather than spiritually maturing and receiving ”the kingdom of God”,  these people went to the world for what they should have sought to receive from God.  When they refused the spiritually maturing lessons, they showed that they were not fit for the job that God was preparing them for (“judge angels”).  When we refuse what God is trying to do in our life then we are accepting eternal loss of reward and position in Heaven.

[bookmark: S4]Sin 4: Preferring the physical over the spiritual (1Corinthians 6:13-20). 
Paul starts this section with ”Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them.”  Simply put, ‘Yes, we nave physical needs.  However they are not what is most important since the physical shall be ”destroyed”‘ .  The purpose of our ”bodies”  is to represent ”Christ”.  Our reward is in the future after our resurrection and not now.  When we use our bodies for the sinful lusts of this world, such as when we ”committeth fornication”  or are ”joined to an harlot”,  we are not using our ”body”  the way that our ”Lord”  commands.  Our ”spirit”,  which is to be ”joined unto the Lord”  is supposed to control our ”body”.  If this is not true then we are liable to have our ”Lord destroy”  our ”body”  earlier than God has planned.  Our Section ends with ”know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’ s.”  Everything done in our ”body”  is to be what is commanded by our ”Lord”  and that allows the ”Holy Spirit”  to bring worship to God within our ”temple”.
1. (6:13): Our section starts with: ”Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them.”  Since they are going to be ”destroyed”,  we are to put no lasting value on them.  In particular, Philippians 3:18-19 tells us that people ”whose God is their belly”  also:
a. are the enemies of the cross of Christ
b. whose end is destruction
c. whose glory is in their shame
d. who mind earthly things
As we see here, the use of ”belly”,  in the time of Paul was used to identify people who concentrated on the physical.  We are also told that they were ”The enemies of the cross of Christ”,  which means that they fought against spiritual maturity which causes people to value things of God higher than things of this world.  (Please see the note in Philippians for more details.)
2. (6:13): Next we are told: ”Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.”  ”Fornication” includes sexual sins but is not limited to sexual sins.  ”Fornication”  includes any violation of a proper relationship, while our ”Lord”  gives us laws controlling a proper relationship.  Marriage vows are spoken before the ”Lord”.  We use our ”body”  to interact with others and the world and our flesh tell us that our interactions are personal.  That belief is what leads to ”fornication”.  A firm conviction, as said in this verse, that our ”Lord”  controls our ”body”,  and any interactions with other ”bodies”,  will keep us from ”fornication”.
3. (6:14): ”and God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power.”  ”Our Lord Jesus Christ”  demonstrated power, such as teleportation, which He did not demonstrate before His resurrection.  there are many places in the Bible which teach us that our rewards in Heaven will be variable.  there are also many places which tell us a little about beings in Heaven and they are not all the same nor do they all have the same abilities.  We can see that God provides this variableness here in this life among people.  Simply put, this verse is warning us that our reward in Heaven and the abilities and position we have there, or lack of the same, is 100% determined by God and completely controlled by His ”power”.  What we receive in our own personal resurrection literally depends upon His ”power”  and only a fool spends this life making God mad and then expects God to give him any form of personal power for all of eternity.  Choosing to follow the flesh and this world while preferring physical satisfaction over the spiritual pleasing of God reduces the amount of power that we can reasonably expect to receive at our own resurrection.
4. (6:15): ”Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.”  Remember that the relationship between a man and his wife is used as a picture of the relationship between ”Christ”  and the church  (Ephesians 5:28).  So we are being told that we can expect ”Christ”  to react in a similar fashion to how a Godly wife will react to a man bringing home a ”harlot”.  In addition, we have the teaching that the church is the ”body of Christ”  (Romans 7:4; 1Corinthians 10:16; 12:27; Ephesians 4:12).  Thus, we are dragging the testimony of the entire church into a sewer when we prefer the physical over the spiritual because the best-known testimony of any church is that it is supposed to teach the world about the spiritual things of God.  Such actions is why people believe that the church is only a social club and equates the church to temples of false gods where people went to join a ”harlot”  because their ‘ god’  was dedicated to sex and physical satisfaction.  Finally, ”Christ”  is the role of the Son of God which maintains the spiritual part of our personal relationship with God.  We always have the Holy Ghost in us, if we are saved, but do not always have Christ in us even though we are saved.  When we prefer the physical to the point of doing something like being joined to a ”harlot”,  we are rejecting that relationship and the spiritual maturity which goes with it.  Since our eternal reward is dependent upon our spiritual maturity, as already discussed in the prior verse which dealt with our ”Lord”,  our doing this to ”Christ”  reduces our eternal rewards and power that we will receive at our own resurrection.
5. (6:16): ”What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh.”  the Word Studies found on this Site provides several links to where ”flesh”  is discussed within the various context where it is found within the New Testament.  One of the most significant, for relationship to our context, is Galatians 5:19 which lists ”fornication”  as one of ”the works of the flesh (which) are manifest”.  However, 1Corinthians 7:2 tells us ”Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband.”  the phrase in our current verse of ”for two, saith he, shall be one flesh”  is a direct reference to the first instance of God accepted marriage (Genesis 2:24; Ephesians 5:31).  Thus, as in every other verse of this section, we see the distinction being made between a proper relationship and a Godly relationship with our ”flesh”  causing us to prefer the sin.  When we are ”joined to an harlot”  we are preferring the sin of the flesh over the God approved part of a true Godly marriage.
6. (6:17): ”But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.”  Now we see the distinction between the ”flesh”  and the ”spirit”.  Please notice that this is a lowercase ”spirit”,  which means that is ours and not the Holy Spirit.  Basically, when we let our ”spirit”  control the desires of our ”flesh”  and direct those desires into the God approved expression of them, and refuse to express those desires in a sinful way, we are ”joined unto the Lord”.  This brings us blessings instead of cursing.
7. (6:18): ”Flee fornication.  Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.”  the word ”flee”  means ‘ to run before the danger gets close, run at first sight and, hopefully, before we are sighted by the danger’.  That said, what we have in the rest of this verse is a general principal that our sinful ”flesh”  wants us to reject.  However, if we look at properly done scientific medical studies, we will find that this statement is true for ”fornication”  and for all of the significant ”works of the flesh”  (Galatians 5:19).  When we prefer the physical, and the sins of the ”flesh”,  over the spiritual, and God approved ways to use our ”body”,  we end up with disease and other destructions of our ”body”  that we would not have if we obey God’ s commandments for what to do in our ”body”.
8. (6:19): ”What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?”  Now we are told that these sins interfere with our personal worship.  The Subject Study called God is a Spirit  deals with John 4:24 (“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth”),  which provides links to several other Studies on this site that relate to our ”worship”.  Since our verse tells us that ”your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost (Holy Spirit)”,  these Studies relate directly to this verse.  However, what is more directly related to our verse is the Study called Application of God’ s Word to our personal Life.  In that Study we see that in order to get daily blessings from God for our present life, we must do several things including starting our day with personal ”worship”.  (This Study is backed by my personal life where I have experienced things like having a Muslim doctor, who denied that Jesus Christ is God, tell me that I has ‘ undeniable multiple miracles’ .)  When these sins interfere with our personal worship, they cut us off from God’ s daily protection and provision.  When they cause us to ”defile the temple of God”, then we are promised ”him shall God destroy”  and that warning is within our current epistle in 3:17.
9. (6:20): ”For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’ s.”  In our section we were first told what tempts us into this sin.  then we were told the ”Lord”  is the one Who is supposed to control our ”body”  with the implication of law and judgment by our ”Lord”  which affects our eternal reward and is based upon how much we engage in this sin, which causes us to disobey our ”Lord”.  Next we were told that these sins also affect our relationship with ”Christ”  and this sin interferes with our personal relationship with God, our personal intimate relationships with others such as marriage, our church and the testimony of our church, our personal spiritual growth, and our spiritual blessings in this life and the next, which are the result of our personal spiritual growth.  then our section returned to ”the Lord”  and how these sins interfere with our ”spiritual”  relationship which provides protection and healing for our ”body”.  The last verse warned us that these sins will interfere with our personal ”worship”  and stop the daily protection and provision from God and may cause us to be ”destroyed”  by God.  Our verse starts with the word ”for”  and tells us why all of these consequences can come upon us if we prefer the physical over the spiritual.  We are told ”ye (each and every one of us personally) are bought with a price”.  God personally paid the price so that we would ”glorify God in (our) body, and in (our) spirit”.  When we refuse to let God turn us from focusing on the physical to focusing on the spiritual, our life testifies that God wasted everything paid for our salvation because we will not let Him save us from our sins (Matthew 1:21) by getting the sins out of us now.

[bookmark: S5]Sin 5: Violating our personal relationships (1Corinthians 7:1-40). 
they were defrauding ‘ brothers in Christ’.  In 1Corinthians 7:6-17 Paul explains how to avoid defrauding your marriage partner.  However, the principles provided there can be applied to any type of Christian relationship.  The main rule to follow for Christian relationship is in 7:17-23.  That is: follow the calling that God gave you and don’t interfere with someone else following the calling that God gave them even when their calling is different than your calling.
In most cases where one saved person ”defrauds”  another it is because one or both of the people failed to properly set up the relationship and / or maintain it.  Thus, the main focus of a long-term relationship needs to be on properly setting it up initially and then on properly maintaining it.  That is what we will see in these verses.
1. (1Corinthians 7:1-2)  says: ”It is good for a man not to touch a woman.  Nevertheless, to avoid fornication”.  Don’t enter into any long-term relationship except to avoid sin or to serve our ”Lord”.
2. (1Corinthians 7:3)  says: ”render unto the wife due benevolence”.  Quite often the thing that we don’t like about another person is the thing that first attracted us to them but looked at from a different perspective.  Godly people do not set out to ”defraud”  others.  In most cases, it happened because they changed their attitude towards the other person and, gradually, they justified doing worse and worse things to the other person.  Keep your attitude as one that makes God look good and God will help you to avoid ”defrauding”  another person.
3. (1Corinthians 7:4)  says: ”hath not power of...own body”  When we enter a relationship with another person we agree to let them make certain demands upon us.  Don’t insisted that the other person fulfill your demands while you refuse to fulfill theirs.  Also, keep your demands in proportion to the amount of their demands that you fulfill.
4. (1Corinthians 7:5)  says: ”Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time”.  All long-term relationships have to have flexibility because ‘life happens’   If we don’t build-in and maintain flexibility into all long-term relationships then one or the other will try to act like a god or like a master dealing with a slave or ‘smother’ the other person or do some other type of controlling behavior.  We each need to have a time when we put the relationship ‘on hold’ for a while and trust the other person to not violate the relationship during that time.  Also, notice that our sentence says: ”ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer”.  This ‘time out’ is to be used in the service of our ”Lord”  and not for fulfilling the lusts of our flesh.
5. (1Corinthians 7:5)  also says: ”and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency”.  When we fail to fulfill our part of a long-term relationship, then we let ”Satan tempt”  us.  Our basic sin nature is selfish and self-absorbed.  Our ”flesh” lies to us and tells us that we are doing more in the relationship than we are really doing and it tells us that the other person is doing less than they really are doing.  We need to keep this in mind and do enough to completely be convinced that we are giving more than we are getting, we need to constantly pray over the relationship and doing our part, we need to constantly thank God for our partner and we need to trust our ”Lord”  to make sure that a proper balance is maintained.
6. (1Corinthians 7:8)  says: ”But I speak this by permission, and not of commandment.”  the prior rules comes from Paul and not from our ”Lord”.  It is the advice of a really good preacher (Paul) and something to be prayed about.  While it should be included in most long-term relationships it is not something to be done regularly but as God provides opportunities.
7. (1Corinthians 7:8)  says: ”But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that.”  Since your partner has a different ”gift of God”,  they will have different views, motives, things to do, etc.  Don’t try to make your partner become another copy of you.  Appreciate their differences and how those differences provide things that a copy of you could not provide.
8. (1Corinthians 7:11)  says: ”Let not the wife depart from her husband: But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried”.  Don’t break a long-term relationship with one person only to start the same type of relationship with someone else.  The percentage of divorce increases with each level of remarriage.  We all seek the same type of person for the same type of relationship.  therefore, whatever caused the first split will show up in the next relationship.  If you can’t make the first long-term relationship work then don’t get involved in that type of relationship ever again.
9. (1Corinthians 7:12-20)  says: ”If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away”.  Don’t ever consider entering into a long-term relationship with a lost person or even a saved person who has significantly different beliefs about serving the ”Lord”.  However, if you are in such a relationship then don’t break it off nor drive the other person off.  use the love of the ”Lord”  to draw them into salvation and greater sanctification and service to the ”Lord”,  then, ”if the unbelieving depart, let him depart.”
10. (1Corinthians 7:21-31)  says: ”Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God.”  Don’t try to change your partner’ s religion or service to the ”Lord”  but only encourage them to do their own service to the ”Lord”  as dictated by the Bible and their own ”calling”.  If they are not following the Bible, pray for them and let the ”Lord”  deal with them.  As long as you are interfering, the ”Lord”  will not deal with them and you cannot do what the ”Lord”  can do.  So hands off for the ”calling”  and service of your partner.
11. (1Corinthians 7:40)  shows us that these principles apply to other circumstances beyond marriage.

[bookmark: S6]Sin 6: Causing a brother to stumble (1Corinthians 8). 
they were causing ‘brothers in Christ’ to stumble spiritually by telling them to ignore a limit set by God that applied to them personally but did not apply to all saved.  Paul uses “meats offered to idols” as his example to explain this principal that applies to many more things than just “meats offered to idols”.  The meat itself was not a problem.  The problem was that going around the temples of idols was a temptation which caused some to stumble back into sin.  A similar problem of today is having an alcoholic sell liquor.  To avoid temptation, God had some saved people avoid meat that had been offered to idols so that they wouldn’t be tempted to participate in related idol worship.  However, other saved people didn’t have the same temptation and, therefore, did not have the same restriction placed upon them by God.  these others were telling the first that they were wrong to follow some artificial religious rule.  they didn’t realize that it wasn’t an artificial religious rule for the “brother in Christ”’ but was actually a personal limit that God had placed upon that “brother in Christ”’.  By telling the “brother in Christ”’  to ignore what God had placed in their conscience, they caused that brother to ‘stumble ’  spiritually.  therefore, Paul tells us ”But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak.  But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ.  And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?”,  (1Corinthians 8:9-11).

[bookmark: S7]Sin 7: Challenging their God appointed authority the wrong way and upon the wrong basis (1Corinthians 9). 
A. (1Corinthians 9:1-11) God’ s people were using a double standard.  Some people were demanding that Paul and Barnabas live up to some artificial standard that others (including those making the demands) did not have to live up to.  they challenged the authority of Paul and Barnabas based upon claims that Paul and Barnabas did not meet impossible standards.  they then claimed the authority which they denied to Paul and Barnabas, even though they didn’t even try to meet the standards which they set for Paul and Barnabas.  Thus, their entire basis for claiming personal authority was fraudulent and, yet, these foolish saved people accepted the claims without even considering the possibility that the people claiming authority were frauds.  And, if the fraud was not enough, they were rejecting their God-given authorities, which means they were rejecting God’ s will for their life.
1. they denied the God-given authority (“apostle”) of Paul because they were not using God’ s method (“the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord”) to determine true authority from God.  (1Corinthians 9:1-2)
2. they denied the rights that every man has.  (1Corinthians 9:3-5)
3. they denied the rights of God’ s ministers to have their physical needs met.  (1Corinthians 9:6-11)
B. (1Corinthians 9:11-14) Some objected on providing what they could (“carnal things”  [9:11 ]) while they reaped ”spiritual things”,  (9:11) provided by others.  Since they could not provide these ”spiritual things”  for themselves, they thought the ”spiritual things”  should be provided for free while ignoring the fact that others couldn’t be providing ”spiritual things”  to them at the same time as they provided ”carnal things”  for themselves.  they challenged the authority of Paul and Barnabas because they didn’t want to do their part of providing for the needs of the whole church (1Corinthians 9:16-27).  they refused to consider and understand eternal rewards and the fact that God does not reward sin but does bless obedience and people taking care of His ministers and church.
1. they denied the relative value of ”carnal things”  compared to ”spiritual things”.  (1Corinthians 9:11)
2. they denied the debt of a relationship with the one who led them to salvation and how to receive the blessings of God.  (1Corinthians 9:12)
3. they refused to consider the true motives of other people.  (1Corinthians 9:12)
4. they refused to consider the law of God.  (1Corinthians 9:13-14)
C. When the church members denied these things to their pastor, who led them to the Lord, they were claiming greater authority from God than their pastor had from God.  Such is foolishness.

[bookmark: S8]Sin 8: Refusal to consider the things that God had already taught (1Corinthians 10). 
A. (1Corinthians 10:1-6) ”Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted.”  (1Corinthians 10:6) they had the examples from the Bible.  Paul and Barnabas had taught them to read and study their Bible but they refused to apply the lessons to their own lives.  Today we still hear people claim ‘that is Old Testament and doesn’t apply to today’.
1. (10:1-4)  tells us that we have an example in scripture to teach us the same thing.
2. (10:5)  tells us that many of God’ s people did not please God even though God provided for them.
3. (10:6)  tells us that God wrote about them in the Bible to give us a warning.
B. (1Corinthians 10:7-11) they refused to consider the spiritual consequences of certain acts and attitudes of the flesh.
1. (10:7)  tells us how God dealt with ”idolaters”.
2. (10:8)  tells us how God dealt with ”fornicators”.
3. (10:9)  tells us how God dealt with people who ”tempt Christ”.
4. (10:10)  tells us how God dealt with ”murmurers”.
5. (10:11)  tells us why God put these things in the Bible.
C. (1Corinthians 10:12-18) they were not wary and did not avoid temptation.
1. (10:12)  tells us that they ignored explicate warning.
2. (10:13)  tells us that they ignored the example from lives of other people.
3. (10:14)  tells us that they ignored the commandment of God.
4. (10:15-18)  tells us that they were not wise enough to realize that God would treat them like He treated other of His children who did the dame sin.

[bookmark: L]Further Teaching for Spiritual Maturity. 
After we stop our sinning, we need to continue to mature spiritually so that God can use us as leaders of the church (“Be ye followers of me” means to ‘Step into the position that I am leaving behind’.  The phrase ”even as I also am of Christ”  means to ‘Do so by following ”Christ”  in the same way as I did’  [1Corinthians 11:1 ]).  We see this principal in the that that the Gospel of John tells us that ”Jesus”  did His ministry the same way as John the Baptist and Elijah and Moses did their ministries.  When it comes to the ministry, we are to follow the Godly men who went before us and to the ministry the same way as they did.
Please also see the message called Follow Me As I Follow Christ for the application of these verses in the life of the believer.

[bookmark: L1]Lesson 1: Basic acts of a spiritual leader (1Corinthians 11). 
1. (1Corinthians 11:1) Live a life that is worthy of God using you as an example.
2. (1Corinthians 11:2) Praise people in the church for what they do right.
3. (1Corinthians 11:2) ”keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you”,  Don’t go ‘correcting’  your Bible or refusing to obey God’ s ”ordinances”.
4. (1Corinthians 11:3-16) Understand God’ s structure of authority and the symbols of that structure.  Also understand the relationships and responsibilities within that structure and the limits and acceptable exceptions to those relationships and responsibilities.
a. (1Corinthians 11:8-10) Understand that you are only protected (“The woman to have power on her head because of the angels”)  as long as you stay under your God-given authority.  Rebellion allows attacks by spiritual beings (“angels”)  when you have deliberately left God’ s protection and that makes you a fool (2Samuel 3:33).
b. (1Corinthians 11:11-12) Understand that you can’t be a leader without followers.  Give your followers the respect and loving care that is due to them because they choose to make you a leader by agreeing to follow you.
c. (1Corinthians 11:13-15) Realize that God makes divisions between people giving different gifts and responsibilities to different people.  Don’t try to lead people against the position that God gave them but always encourage people to accept where God put them and to serve God within their God-given position.
d. (1Corinthians 11:16) Respect the differences between cultures and don’t try to force your cultural practices on others.  If the Bible literally says something in at least two places then, yes, correct others.  If your culture has found a more effective way to accomplish something then tell others about it but do not try to force them to follow your way if they ”seem to be contentious”.
5. (1Corinthians 11:17-34) Understand the spiritual significances of the Lord’ s Supper along with the expected (related) actions in the flesh and the consequences of ignoring these things.
a. (1Corinthians 11:17-20) Understand the difference between the purely physical act and the physical act which is symbolic of a spiritual truth and which has spiritual consequences.
b. (1Corinthians 11:21-26) Understand the Biblical basis of any physical act which is symbolic of a spiritual truth.
c. (1Corinthians 11:29-31) Understand the spiritual consequences of any physical act which is symbolic of a spiritual truth.
d. (1Corinthians 11:32) Understand, and be able to explain, the advantages of being ”chastened of the Lord”.
e. (1Corinthians 11:33-34) Be able to explain how God’ s children are to act correctly in order to avoid being ”chastened of the Lord”.

[bookmark: L2]Lesson 2: Spiritual Gifts (1Corinthians 12-13). 
(1Corinthians 12:1-13:13) teaches us how to understand the similarities and differences of spiritual gifts from God.  This section starts with ”Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant”.  Yet even with this section in this epistle, many of God’ s people are ”ignorant”  about ”spiritual gifts”.  No one can be spiritually mature, and use their ”spiritual gifts”,  without understanding their own and having an idea of how God works through other people who have different ”spiritual gifts”.  Paul uses the parts of the body to illustrate these lessons.
1. Our section starts our telling us that we must understand the difference between the leading from devils (“dumb idols”)  and from God’ s ”Holy Ghost”.  We are given two tests: the first is that ”no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed”  and the second is ”that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost”.  While many liars can say this in the flesh, they cannot do it while ”speaking by the Spirit of God”.  Thus, all of these ”spiritual gifts”  only work through ”the Holy Ghost”.
2. Next (1Corinthians 12:4-7) we are told that these ”spiritual gifts”  are different from one-another (see C12-S8) and that they have different ”administrations”  and ”operations”.  However, they are also ”given to every man to profit withal”.  Thus, anyone who is using his ”spiritual gift”  for selfish fleshly purposes is abusing that ”spiritual gift”.  We must always use our ”spiritual gifts”  only to ”profit withal”.  Even as the eye and the hand are different, but both contribute to the good of the whole body, so also are different spiritual gifts.  these gifts are given to help the whole church, not for our personal use.
3. C12-S9 tells us that just as the body needs each body part, so also is each “spiritual gift” needed by the church so that it can do the job that God gives to the whole church.  The leading of the whole ”body”  and of each person (“member of the Body”)  is by ”Christ”.  That is why the church is called the ”body of Christ”.
4. C12-S10 tells us that this ”body”  is ”spiritual”  and we are added to it when God’ s Holy ”Spirit...baptizes (us) into one body”.  That is why people aren’t supposed to join the church until after they have a ”baptism”  that involves God’ s “Holy Spirit”.  That only happens when the ”baptism”  is completely scriptural.
5. C12-S11-21 tells us that just as our physical body has different parts (“members”) which do different functions, so also do different people, who have different ”spiritual gifts”,  do different jobs within the ”body of Christ”  (the church).  Our epistle uses the example of our need for different body functions in order to teach the need for different ”spiritual gifts”.
6. 12:22-27 tells us that it is foolish to consider one part of the whole body to be unnecessary.  So, it is also foolish to consider one spiritual gift to be unnecessary.  We are reminded that God’ s “Holy Spirit”  decided who gets what ”spiritual”  and to insult someone’ s ”spiritual gift”  is to insult God’ s “Holy Spirit”  for the decision that He made.  there’ s a joke that starts out with various body parts arguing how they were the most important part of the body.  One body part didn’t argue but simply stopped doing its function which almost killed the rest of the body.  Just as the body will definitely get sick and die without certain body parts functioning correctly, so also will the church get sick without everyone using their own spiritual gift properly and for the good of all.
7. 12:28-30 tells us that God does not give all gifts to one person.  Neither does He give one gift to everyone.
8. 12:31 tells us to ”covet earnestly the best gifts”.  When we use the ”spiritual gift”  that God gave us the way that God wants us to use it, then God will give us additional ” spiritual gift”.  When God does that , we are instructed to ” covet earnestly the best gifts”.
9. “and now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity”,  (1Corinthians 13:13).  these three (“faith, hope, charity”) are ”the best gifts”  that 12:31 talked about.  of these three, ”charity”  is so important that God had Paul devote an entire chapter to explain it.  Even with all that this epistle says on this subject, these three ” spiritual gifts”  are not the ones that most saved people claim are ”the best gifts”.

[bookmark: L3]Lesson 3: Prophecy and Tongues (1Corinthians 14). 
The spiritual gift that God uses for ”edification, and exhortation, and comfort” (14:3), is called ”prophecy”  in this chapter.  The basic lesson of this chapter is that being able to provide ”edification, and exhortation, and comfort”  is far more important than having the religious signs of spirituality such as ”speaking in an unknown tongue”.
This chapter follows up on two chapters which taught us about ” spiritual gifts”.  The conclusion of that teaching was ”and now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.”  these three action verbs show spiritual maturity in a way that ”spiritual gifts”  don’t show.  Think of a ‘child protégé’.  they have talent but are not yet mature in character.  Think of Hollywood actors and other entertainers who have lots of talents but are known for selfish emotional displays that would put any child to shame.  That is what these people had the spiritual equivalent of.  they had ”spiritual gifts”,  but no spiritual maturity.  The second prior chapter talked about ”spiritual gifts”  and the prior chapter talked about spiritual maturity.  Now this chapter will put the two together and talk about spiritual maturity in the use of ”spiritual gifts”.
1. C14-S1-S3 tells us to ”Follow after charity, and desire...that ye may prophesy...unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort”.  Our primary motivation in seeking ”spiritual gifts”  is to be a help to others.
2. C14-S4 tells us that ”He that speaketh in an unknown tongue”  is only making himself feel good while ”he that prophesieth”  is looking out for the good of the whole ”church”.  Thus, we see the difference between selfish immature motives and mature motives.
3. C14-S5 tells us that it is good to be able to ”edifieth”  yourself but the person who ”edifieth”  the church is far ”greater”.
4. C14-S6-S12 explains that he who ”comes unto you speaking with tongues”  doesn’t share anything more meaningful than hearing birds sing.  However, he who ”speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine”  brings ”edification”  to all who hear.
5. C14-S13 says: ”Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church.”
6. C14-S14-19 says: ”Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret”  and then goes on to explain that no one, not even the person doing it, has their ”understanding”  increased when someone ”prays in an unknown tongue”.
7. C14-S20 tells us Paul’ s conclusion of: ”I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all: Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.”
8. C14-S21-23 tells us to not be ”children”  in our ”understanding”  but be ”men”.  then Paul explains that ”tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not”.  That is: before the New Testament was complete, ”tongues”  were used as a ”sign”  that the person was speaking for God.  However, since God used John to complete the New Testament with the writing of Revelation; ”tongues”  have been replaced by the Bible as our evidence that what we say comes from God.
9. C14-S24-S25 explains why ”prophecy”  is much better than ”tongues”  in a church service.
10. C14-S26-35 tells us God’ s rules for handling these ”spiritual gifts”  within church services and ends with ”For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints”.
11. C14-S36-37 is often misapplied and used for teaching doctrinal error.  The context is that women are to not speak in tongues within a church service.  Those who say that a woman should not speak at all break their own rule when it is necessary or convenient.  However, God’ s rules have no exception if the context does not provide an exception.  Be careful about expanding this rule and then only obeying it part of the time.
12. C14-S38 tells us to realize that these instructions ”are the commandments of the Lord”.  However, we are to not fight about these things because we are told ”But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant”.  Someone who refuses a ”commandments of the Lord”  is a Biblical ”fool”  and God will give him the consequences of his foolishness when God decides to do so.  Leave the ”ignorant”  for God to deal with.
13. C14-S43-44 gives us the conclusion of this matter when it says: ”Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues. Let all things be done decently and in order.”
in this lesson we see that ”tongues”  had a function in reaching the ”unbeliever”  before the Bible was written.  they had very limited function within church services and even that was removed once the New Testament was completely revealed when John completed Revelation.  Now, they only cause confusion and disorder, which go directly against the commandment of God.  However, the ”spiritual gifts”  which ”edify the church”  are to be used today.  The conclusion is that people can ”speak in tongues”  outside of church, but, within church services, only the ”spiritual gifts”  which ”edify the church”  are to be used today.

[bookmark: L4]Lesson 4: the work of the Lord (1Corinthians 15).
(1Corinthians 15:1-11) gives us:  ‘The basic Gospel of Your Salvation”,
1. (1Corinthians 15:1-2) says: “which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain”,  (15:1-2) requires ongoing active belief.  Those who do not maintain an ongoing active belief ”have believed in vain”,  (outward show without any inward value).
2. God proved that true “salvation” (‘resurrection from dead [sin]’) results in a changed life that can be seen by others (15:3-9).
3. “The grace of God”  ‘changes our life’ and ”the grace of God which (is) with (us)”  ”labours more abundantly”  in ”the work of the Lord”  unless it was ”in vain”,  (15:10).
4. Since the gospel is based upon the fact that Christ ”rose again the third day according to the scriptures”,  (15:4; 12) ”how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead?”  Such a claim shows that the person did not really believe ”The gospel which I (Paul) preached unto you”,  (15:1) but that such a person’ s claim to salvation is ”in vain”,  (15:2; 14; 17).
5. Those whose faith is not ”in vain”  will ”labour”  ”in the work of the Lord”,  (15:10; 58).
6. Death, and the results of death, is from man’ s sin.  Life, and the results of life, is from Christ.  The way that we live, not our words, shows which (of the two) we really have.
7. “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.“  (1Corinthians 15:33).  ”Evil communications”  is living in sin.  ”Good manners”  is acting (“manners”) like things from God (“good”).  Living in sin makes us stop acting like someone sent from God.
8. (1Corinthians 15:34) says: We need to ”Awake to righteousness, and sin not”  because ”some have not the knowledge of God”.  Our failure to live right and our continuing in sin will cause us ”shame”  here in this life and when we are before God (Romans 9:33).  We also need to avoid this ”shame”  so that we can be ”rightly dividing the word of truth”,  (2Timothy 2:15).
9. (1Corinthians 15:36-49) says: If we don’t understand about life and death as the Bible teaches them then God says we are a ”fool”,  (15:36).
10. (1Corinthians 15:50-57) says: God ”giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”,  (15:57) and ”Death is swallowed up in victory”,  (15:54) and ”we shall be changed”,  (15:52).  As a result, ”death”  has no hold over us.  We have no excuse for continuing to sin.
11. (1Corinthians 15:58) says: ”therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord”.  Our eternal rewards are based upon our ”labour...in the Lord”  and our eternal loss of reward and ”shame”  is based upon our refusal to ”labour...in the Lord”.

[bookmark: L5]Lesson 5: Put Up or Shut Up (1Corinthians 16). 
1. (1Corinthians 16:1-9) says: You claim to be saved and that Jesus Christ is your Lord.  Prove it by obeying His command to trust Him for your needs and by using the money of this world to provide for the physical needs of those who brought you the gospel.
2. (1Corinthians 16:10-12) says: Give proper respect and aid to the preachers that God sends to you.
3. (1Corinthians 16:13-14) says: Have the proper attitude in all that you do.
4. (1Corinthians 16:15-18) says: Submit to all that labor in the church and give them proper acknowledgment.
5. (1Corinthians 16:19-24) says: Our Lord Jesus Christ and a lot of Christians want to see you do well.  Get rid of those (“let him be Anathe ma Maranatha”) who ”love not the Lord Jesus Christ”.  (That is, get rid of those who refuse to live a life which proves their ”love”  of ”the Lord Jesus Christ”).  That is: ‘live your claimed faith (Put Up) or be put out (Shut Up)’.

